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Congregation || Message fromyour President & Simon Newman
Mission Statement is:

Passionate and participatory,
our supportive Jewish
community engages each
individual in a life-long Jewish
journey. We embrace diverse
experiences that span both
traditional and contemporary
ideas while learning and
pursuing spiritual growth.

As you are well aware, from February 10-12, 2017,
Congregation Etz Chaim held its first ever Kallah
retreat at Deer Creek Resort in Mt. Sterling, Ohio.
EntitledthmTbhe RBbBgt and
retreat was a great success with fifty-seven
congregants participating! For Pam and me, it truly
was a relaxing weekend, and a nice getaway. The
change in venue highlighted inspirational services,

but also presentedtheopportuni ty t o expand onec

OVEREIL COmmiiEE: nature, fellow congregants, and within oneself. Pam and | particularly

Simon Newman

Terry Brodof enjoyed our walk around the lake and engaging with congregants as we
Randy Slovin sat by the roaring fire in the indoor fire pit. Special thanks to Sara Gati
Russ Rosen and Stephany Schectman for Co-chairing this memorable event. Also,
Staff: thanks to all who were members of the Kallah planning committee and
Hank Lerer, Executive Director devoted their time and effort to make this weekend endeavor such a
Chava Vidal, Youth & Family Pigram success. | am grateful to Hank Lerer and Chava Vidal for their vision in
Director writing the award-winning grant proposal. Kol Hakovod! As our grant
Mends Cl ub: provides for two more retreats, | highly encourage you take advantage
Aaron Schechtman, President of these future offerings.

Sisterhood: In typical CEC fashion, we enter this new month with another major

Sandy Baden & Laura Maxwell

Co-Directors event scheduled for March 11. Doubtless, | am referring to Purim and

our annual Purim Shpiel presented by the CEC Not Ready for Prime
Ritual Co-Chairs: Time Players. You will not want to miss this wonderful program so get
Barry Joffe & Barbara TaggaMilberg your reservations in NOW! What could be better than dining with
friends, eating hamentaschen, and watching the story of Purim unfold
on the background of a famous Broadway musical. Which one you
mi ght askeé. HA! You wi ||l have to
promise you wonoét be disappointec

Turning to a completely different subject, we are only three months

away from selling the Kugler Mill building. The Legacy Pointe Church
continues to pay the mortgage and insurance on the building, and is on
track to close on or before May 31%t. Once the sale is completed, we
finally will be able to fAofficial
this date, the steering committee will be meeting to finalize the details of
a new constitution and by-laws, which will be presented to the entire

8100 Cornell Road congregation for approval.
Cincinnati, OH 45249
Phone: (513) 488399 ATt
Fax: (513 4893372
www.etzchaimcincinnatrg
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Additionally, a new slate of officers and Board of Trustees will be announced and also will require
approval of CEC congregants. These final steps will culminate what has been a four-year process.
As one of many who were involved from the beginning, | am very proud of what we have
accomplished. We have encountered challenges, but it certainly has been worth every ounce of
effort. Your continued support throughout this process is most appreciated.

As we begin to transition from winter to spring, a traditional time of rebirth and growth, remember that
your synagogue offers a wide array of activities to stimulate your personal renewal.

CAMP

Livings’rfm

since1920

THEY ASKED; WE DELIVERE D

Camp Livingston, the Cincinnaf(le ur
community camp located in Southwest Indiana, was recently
looking for a Torah to replace a very old one that they had, whiclt
was no longer usablélhey reached out to Congregation Etz Chail
knowing that we had recently merged, and thinking that possibly
had an extra Torah on hand because of our former 2 congregatio
After consultations with the Oversight Committee, our Steering Committ
and our Ritual Committee, we were able to emt&r a loan agreement with Camp Livingston
for the long term loan of a Torah.

Camp Livingston has provided a Jewish summer experience for children for over 95 year
in northeast Cincinnati, and now in the rolling hills of Indiana, just pasté@eeburg and
Aurora. The camp sits on 680 acres of beautiful and peaceful land, with a lake, a swimm
pool, an athletic field with a high ropes course, an arts and crafts canteg beautiful outdoo
chapel for Shabbat servicelany of our memberhave either attended Camp Livingston, o
had their children or grandchildren atter@ne of our own, Russ Rosen, was even the-long
time director of Camp LivingstonAnd, we should note with pride that Aaron Slovin, the
current executive director, becara Bar Mitzvah at our shulLots of connections.

Our new congregation was proud to be asked to assist in this capacity with the donation
Torah, and Camp was thrilled that we were able to proviteill be used for Shabbatot

beginning this smmer, and for years to com8tay tuned for more information, as a delegat
of our officers wildl l i kel y at theanrdd ca, Sahn
example of how Etz Chaim helps in our community.
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Ritual Matters

CoChairs: Barry Joffe & Barbara Tadjgeeng; Members: Alex Cohen, Emmyrdrriegendelab@andy Kwiatek,
Hank Lerer, Steve Segerman, Chava Vidal, Robyn Wolfe.

The Ri t ual Commi ttee (ARI TCOMO) cMattesdtSaffice il toysayghatahe p |
RITCOM has enough on its docket to keep us going for life! 2017 is shaping up to be as busy a time as ever
we have some big issuesonthetableBe f or e we get t o-ugohaurtbiggedt lmghlght, h
from February and a look ahead to some upcoming holiday celebrations:

February 1612, Kallah retreat: Wowi what a great Shabbaton weekend and a greaifehe-box
experience Even the weather pretty much cooperated. Thank you to everyone who participated in so many

ways, from services to programs to honors toéevVe

(count them, ten!) Torah readers each lehning aataky this retreat is of worthy note. A special thanks to all

who hel ped plan and execute this wonderful even
experience.

Hear ye, Hear ye (call it an edict, if you wilBurim is almost herei please join us on Saturday evening,
March 11th for the festivitieat Etz Chaim Megillah reading, dinner, schpiel.

Passover The first Passover Seder is on Monday, April 10. Passover services will be held in the Chapel «
the following Tuesdgand Wednesday mornings starting at 9:30 a.m., as well as on the next Monday and
Tuesday mornings, again starting at 9:30 a.m.

Chapel vs Sanctuary As you all have noticed, some of our Saturday morning services of late have been helc

inthe Chapelandto i n t he Sanctuary. We were presented w
existence and RITCOM had at that time resolved that services should be held in the Sanctuary on Shabbe
mor ni ngs. Wel | ét hi ngs ¢ han gagantdiscussiggsvhea and where ® Rold T C

Saturday services and how best to meet the needs of our congregants. What RITCOM resolved to do was
meet in the Chapel on a trial basis, to see what feedback we get from people as we experiment with the sea
configuration to maximize comfort and flow. We are appreciative of all the comments, thoughts, even
criticisms that we have received and will once again be reviewing and discussing this topic at the RITCOM

meeting to solidify a decision.

The RITCOM serveand responds to the Etz Chaim community and we welcome and appreciate all of your
thoughts, comments, suggestions, criticisms and the like. In fact, we need all of that from you in order to d
our jobs appropriatel y, yosrdeedbdck ase donot

B6Shal om,
Barry and Barbara
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Half a decade- Full of Success

By: Terry Brodof

Each of us hopes that the things we work
hard to achieve are achievable.

On January 2, 2017 we celebrated a
milestone and achieved what most thought
might be unachievable.

Over 80 congregants gathered in our sanctuar
welcome in Shabbat, on January'2f celebrate
260 Friday nights of consecutive minyanim whi
marked a fiveyear milestonelt was a true
acknowledgment of the achievements and the
dedication, of our members, and the leadership,
of this congregatin.

You seethere was a time when there was almost to be no more Friday night services because we could not
minyan; and it was not that long ago. We truly struggled. There was a sadness that we spoke of at ritual me
There were times conggants came to Friday night services and could not recite kaddish as we could not ma
minyan.

During one very hard ritual meeting, the Friday night services appeared on the agenda. It was failing. Only &
of regulars attended. Talk of disconting the service was being discusdddwever, a few brave voices said. No
We must continue our servicésve have to try and rebuildThey decided we will have a Friday night minyan an
agreed that through hard work they would buileite small stept a time.

Most of us do not realize the dedication and work that went into supporting a Friday night minyan. Thursday
through Friday emails were sent updating the counts of congregants that had agreed to attend each week ti
outreach and phone callThe Friday afternoon 4:pfh struggles to get 1 more commitment. The yalays that we
worried weather would keep people away. The sndays we panicked. The work to pick up the phone and ma
the calls, to send the emailbpugh seven or eight equajpressing matters needed to also be checked off the lis
before Shabbat.

Terry recalled sending texts right before services began to absent minyan support volunteers. The texts sin
-Shabbat Shaltohme dtwee ghotc drMti nueso

The day prhaps we, should have celebrated more soundly, was the day the group of volunteers made the ¢
make any phone calls. To trust that what we, meaning you, our congregants and the new regulars,

had built a minyan that would stand on its own mefitee bad weather day we trusted that there was no need t
touch base with members of the congregation and ask, will we see you tonight?

We trusted that our congregants wanted this service, enjoyed it, liked welcoming in Shabbat as a family; ani
they would be there. We had 15 people show up that night. In the cold, in the wet.

There is a saying from an unknown author that state | cannot do great things, | can do small things in a
great way!

Continued on
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How proud we all should be that because of our vision, and our dedication to our Jewish identity, and to tl
community we serve, we have a Friday night service.

Our Friday night minyan regulars continue to grow. The service has brought in a number of newsmdrber
have walked through our doors looking for a minyan to attend.

Kabbalat Shabbat at Etz Chaim is lively. We sing, we dance, we welcome the Shabbat bride as a family ¢
rejoice in the gift.

Many of our congregants, and board members, do not rexotire significance. There are few congregations
that have achieved this milestone.

We should all recognize the work that went into it. We all enjoy the security of knowing we have a Friday
minyan where everyone can come, participate and say kaddish.

For most of our members, it is nothing special,
way now for five years. It is now, simply sawho we are.

Yizkor. There was a time when a few us remember
It is important to recognize that what we do as a congregation counts. The work that the dedicated Friday
mi nyan volunteers took on, has had meaning. To

Hank, we thank you for volunteering to oversee the Friday sigivices and for taking on the role as our serv
leader. We thank our entire congregation and dedicated volunteers for recognizing that our congregation
anything we believe in, by simply starting to ¢

we need
vour help |

Shalom Congregasit
We have a project thakeds your help
Please give us your gift cards!!!
You know the one thatodés been sitt
you see when you check out at Kroger. All gift cards are welcome,
all stores, all restaurants, alpes, all denominationslo card is too large
or too small. You can drop off your donations to the synagogue dffice
Thank you in advancefrom your Fundraising Committee
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Words fromsomeour Kallah Participants:

From our Resident, Simon Newman: T he Kal | ah
amazing! Thank you to all who worked so hard for this
weekend Members from both founding congregations, as w
as new members and associate members, were all meld:
together and had a great tim&lost important you could not
tell anyone's origin, demonstrating that we truly have becor
one congregation Etz Cham.o

From our Vice President, Terry Broddf:A s | me nt
closing circle on Sunday morning, the good feelings we all -
at this special weekend are not unique to this location or tt
moment in time. You can achieve this sense of love, thigfe
of community and these incredible programs and services ir
Synagogue building weekly. Come embrace all that your
Synagogue has to of

From one of our Ritual Directors, Barry Joffe and his wife,
Melaniesh Yas her Koach t o onedandv
worked so hard to make the




More Quotes
& Photos
In nextmo nt
bulletin, gay
tuned omwatch
for our 2017
Kallah Album
on Facebook.
Thank you to
the 57 people
who made this
retred simply
WONDERFUL!

ETZ CHAIM 2017 KALLAH 7 DEER CREEK RESORT
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